
“My friends will 
laugh.”
(John 15:18-20)



Keith, age 43
• Keith is a retired veteran of the U.S. Army. 

• He reports that while in the army, he found it 
hard to live the Christian life.

• His friends called him “Saint Keith” because he 
refused to do some of the things his buddies 
did to have “fun.” 

• He said they would laugh at him, call him 
names, and claim that he thought he was 
better than they were. 

• Keith said that it was difficult to talk with 
others about Jesus because people were 
laughing at him because he was a Christian.  



In John 15:18-20, Jesus predicted that 
the people would not only laugh at His 
disciples, people would hate us. 

Remember, the world laughed at Jesus 
and hated Him before it hated us.

Why will people laugh at us for being a 
Christian?



1. People laugh at Christians 
because most people love 
darkness more than light. 

“And this is the condemnation, that 
the light has come into the world, 
and men loved darkness rather 
than light, because their deeds were 
evil.”

John 3:19 NKJV



Mary Agnes, age 98

• “When our ladies group gets together 
and visits, the talk usually turns to 
gossip.”

• “I was quite and did not say anything. 
So, one of my friends said, ‘Mary Agnes, 
why are you not talking?” 

• “I had rather talk about good things. I 
feel like we are gossiping.” 

• “They had rather talk about the bad 
things people are doing than the good 
things.” 



2. People laugh at Christians 
because we do not fit into 
their culture.

“And do not be conformed to this 
world, but be transformed by the 
renewing of your mind, that you may 
prove what is that good and 
acceptable and perfect will of God.”

Romans 12:2



Matthew, age 15

• “Kids at school make fun of me. I have 
never tried alcohol, or even smoked a 
cigarette, much less smoked pot.” 

• “Two of the guys tell me, ‘You think that 
you are better than we are.’”

• “I am trying to show Jesus living in me, 
but my friends are encouraging me to 
‘live a little.’” 

• “Sometimes it is hard not to give in 
and try some of the things the guys are 
doing.”



3. People laugh at Christians 
because Satan has blinded 
them to spiritual things.

“. . . whose minds the god of this age 
has blinded, who do not believe, 
lest the light of the gospel of the 
glory of Christ, who is the image of 
God, should shine on them.”

1 Corinthians 4:4



Jessica, age 23

• “I tried to talk with my friends about 
Jesus. One of them told me that she 
might be a Christian when she gets old. 
Right now, she wants to live life to the 
fullest.” 

• “She is taking risks with her body. She 
lives recklessly, drinking and taking 
sexual changes.” 

• “When I expressed concern, she said, 
‘Jess, everybody else is doing it.’”



4. People laugh at Christians 
because Christians are not 
of this world. 

“If you were of the world, the world 
would love its own. Yet because you 
are not of the world, but I chose 
you out of the world, therefore the 
world hates you.”

John 15:19



Ashley, age 16

• “My friends all have fake I.D. cards.” 

• “They use the I.D. cards to get into 
movies they are not supposed to see and 
even to buy booze.” 

• “They want me to buy a fake I.D. You 
can get one for $25.”

• “I told them that my citizenship is in 
heaven.” 

• “Now they call me ‘the Girl from Other 
World.’”



5. People laugh at Christians 
because they think we are 
afraid to try new things.

“In the world you will have 
tribulation; but be of good cheer, I 
have overcome the world.”

John 16:33b



Emma, age 13

• “I went to my friend’s house for her 
birthday party.” 

• “This guy in our class had a bottle of 
pills. He kept walking up to people, 
saying, ‘Here, take this.’” 

• “When I would not take one of his pills, 
he told me that everyone else was and 
that I was a baby.” 

• “I have to be brave!”



6. People laugh at Christians 
because we are not friends 
with this evil world. 

“Whoever therefore wants to be a 
friend of the world makes himself 
an enemy of God.”

James 4:4b



Joshua, age 30

• “I am living like the world.”

• “I live with my lover, Jason.”

• “I know better. This is not what a 
Christian does.” 

• “The world says that this is natural 
and normal.”

• “I ought to be trying to lead Jason to 
Christ. Instead, I am participating with 
him in a sinful lifestyle.” 



7. People laugh at Christians 
because Christ lives in us.

“I have been crucified with Christ; it 
is no longer I who live, but Christ 
lives in me; and the life which I now 
live in the flesh I live by faith in the 
Son of God, who loved me and gave 
Himself for me.”

Galatians 2:20



Wesley, age 54

• “I am not a Christian.” 

• “My wife, Debra, is a faithful Christian.” 

• “There are places I want Debra to go 
that she will not go. There are things I 
want Debra to do that she will not do.” 

• “When I asked why, Debra said, ‘I have 
been crucified with Christ, Wesley, He 
lives in me. I just can’t do those 
things.’” 

• “Debra is a good Christian.” 



The world will laugh at you because . . . .

• the world loves darkness and you are light.

• you are different, you do not fit.

• the world is blinded by Satan’s lies.

• you are not of this world. You do not belong 
here; you belong in heaven.

• you will not live by the games the world 
wants you to play. 

• you have chosen to be friends with God 
rather than friends with the world. 

• you are letting Christ live in you. 


